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• Munnar is the confluence of three rivers, 

Muthirappuzhayaar, Nallathanni and Kundala river, 

hence the name Moonnu aaru, later called as 

Munnar 

• Hilly terrain with many streams and rivulets coming 

out of shola forests 

Munnar 



• The geographical area is being called as 

Anchanadu valleys, also called as Kannan Devan 

Hills, situated at a height of 1600 MSL 

• Anamudi, the highest peak of south India is located 

in Munnar at a height of 2695 meters. 

• British established the tea and cardamom 

plantations in long past, later taken care by Tata 

Tea Ltd, present Kannan Devan Hills Plantations 

(KDHP)  

• Now under Cardamom Hill Reserve 

Munnar 



• One of the major tourism destination in Kerala due 

to its aesthetic beauty 

• Dominated mainly by Shola-Grassland ecosystem 

• Sharing borders with Tamil Nadu 

• Dominated by Tamil speaking people 

• Located in the eastern end of Idukki district of 

Kerala 

 

Munnar 



What is Wildlife? 

• Any life form that is not domesticated by human being is 

called as wildlife 

• Mammals 

• Birds  

• Butterflies 

• Reptiles 

• Trees 

• Shrubs 

• Herbs etc…. 





Munnar Wildlife Division 

Includes  

• Eravikulam National Park 

• Mathikettan Shola National Park 

• Pampadum Shola National Park 

• Anamudi Shola National Park 

• Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary 

• Shares borders with Devikulam and Mankulam 

Forest Divisions of Kerala and Indira Gandhi 

National Park of Tamil Nadu 

 



Eravikulam NP 



Mathikettan Shola NP 



Anamudi Shola NP 



Pampadum Shola NP 



Chinnar WLS 

River Chinnar and the Grizzled Giant Squirrel 



Wildlife of Eravikulam National Park 

Munnar Wildlife Division (MWD) is a treasure of endemic flora 

and fauna 

• 51 endemics out of the 297 species of grassland plants 

• 12 species of Pteridophytes 

• 72 species of Bryophytes including Liverworts 

• 49 species of Mammals including the charismatic Tiger, 

Leopard, Elephant, Nilgiri Tahr and Nilgiri Marten 

• 132 birds 

• 101 butterflies 



Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary 

• Lying in the rain shadow region of Kerala; bordered 

by Indira Gandhi National Park of Tamil Nadu 

• The only shelter for the Grizzled Giant Squirrel in 

Kerala 

• Home to Star Tortoises  

• The east flowing rivers, Chinnar and Pambar joins 

at Koottar which feeds water to the Amaravathi 

Dam in Tamil Nadu   

• Dominated by thorny scrub jungles 

 



Values and Services 

• Ecological 

• Economical 

• Social 

• Aesthetic 

• Cultural 

• Scientific 

• Academic 

 

 



Services  

 

• Living situations 

• Sustenance of life 

• Oxygen 

• Soil conservation 

• Shelter 

• Cure for diseases 

• Food security 

• Gene pool 

 

 



USP of Munnar - Neelakurinji 



Blooming of Neelakurinji 



Nilgiri Tahr - Icons 



Nilgiri Tahr 

• Endemic to Western Ghats and the only wild goat of this 

landscape (Kerala & Tamilnadu) 

• Unique habitat of montane grasslands and rocky crags 

intermittent with shola – grasslands 

• The largest population (700-800) of Nigiri Tahr is in 

Eravikulam NP 

• The rutting season - monsoon (July and August) 

• Main birth season is January to mid February.(Park will be 

closed during this time)  

• Major predators include Tiger, Leopard, Wild Dog and 

Jackal  



Adult males will have a saddle like white 

patch on its back, so they are being called 

as saddle backs  



Elephant Population 

• Munnar landscape is an  

   active elephant corridor. 

• Anayirankal - Chinnakkanal  

   is one of the active corridor 

• Stranded loners are  

   occasionally found near  

   Mattuppetty Dam 

• Vegetables and fruits attract them to farm lands 

and house holds    



• Confined to valleys or folds of hills above 

1500 meters 

• Trees are small and highly branched 

• Tree trunks and branches densely clothed 

with mosses 

• Epiphytes are very common 

• Always with wet humus 

 

Shola- Grassland Ecosystem  



Markets of Munnar – impact of these USPs in the 

socio economic sector of Munnar  



Spices, Fruits, Vegetables, Chocolate 



Tea Estates of Munnar 



Mattupetty Dam 



Endemic Flowers  

Neelakurinji 

Begonia 

Rhododendron 

Drury 



Black and Orange 

 Flycatcher 

Endemic Birds 

Crimson backed  

Sunbird 

Malabar Parakeet 

Malabar  

Whistling Thrush 

Nilgiri Flycatcher 
Crimson backed  

Sunbird 



Major Stakeholders 

• Hoteliers, Resorts, Home Stay association 

• Restaurants and other eateries 

• Taxi Drivers 

• Tourism Operators 

• Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department  

• Tourism Department  

• Kannan Devan Hills plantation Ltd 

• Farmers 

• Local tourist Guides 

 

 

 

 



Major Administrators 

• District Collector 

• Sub Collectors – Devikulam & Thodupuzha 

• Superintendent of Police & District Police Chief, Idukki 

• President of District Panchayat 

• President of Munnar Grama Panchayat 

• Wildlife Warden, Munnar Wildlife Division 

• Divisional Forest Officer, Munnar 

 

 



Threats to Biodiversity  

• Forest Fires & 

Deforestation 

• Uncontrolled Tourism   

• Poaching/ wildlife trade 

• Invasive Species  

• Encroachments 

• Unscientific developments 



Man Animal Conflicts – pic of 

Elephant in Tea Plantations 

Since 2010, wild elephant attacks 

claimed over 28 lives in the Munnar 

Wildlife Division. In 2018, four persons 

were killed in the wild elephant attack. 



Poaching 



Tourism? 



 

Wildlife Tourism 

Ecotourism 

Responsible Tourism 

Sustainable Tourism 

 



Tourists coming to Munnar 

• 7,82,681 domestic  and 44,833 foreign tourists in 2018. 

• Visitor management system initiated in the Park in 1996. 

Since then, the visitors are allowed up to Rajamala.  

• Entry is restricted at 5th Mile in the Munnar – Udumalpet 

road where all the private vehicles are permitted up to.  

• From 5th Mile tourists are allowed to travel in the mini buses 

of Eco Development Committees at fixed charges. 

• Allowed to walk 1 km along the tarred road in the tourism 

and awareness zone where could see the Nilgiri Tahr, enjoy 

the picturesque landscape and shola grassland eco system.   

•    



Major tourism attractions in Munnar 

• Rajamala - with assured sighting of Tahr at touchable 

distance. 

• Mattuppetty Dam - Kundala Dam - Top Station 

• Floriculture Centre of Kerala Forest Developnment 

Corporation (KFDC) 

• Tea Estates and factories, Tea Museum 

• Pothamedu View Point 

 



Hotels, Resorts, Homestays 

• Around 60 Resorts  

• Around 60 Homestays 

• More than 200 Hotels 

• 400+ Serviced villas  

 



Nature Conservation  

& Environment Protection  

is possible  

only through People’s Participation 



 

 

 

 

“Be the change  

that you want to 

see in the world” 

 

                         

Mahatma Gandhi 



What is the desirable change? 

The greatest threat to Planet Earth is the belief that 

someone else will save it 

 

If not you, who? 

If not now, when? 



Fundamental rights and duties 

• Article 51 A of the Indian 

Constitution 

“every citizen  

has the right and responsibility  

to protect and improve  

the natural environment” 



Awareness 

Action 



WWF-India’s Vision  

Nature Conservation  

&  

Environment Protection  

as the foundation for  

Sustainable and Equitable Development 



Our Mission Statement 

To stop the degradation  

of our planet’s natural environment,  

and build a future in which  

humans live in harmony with nature  



Nature Conservation &  

Environment Protection 

It is not a job 

It is not a profession 

It is a mission & passion 



Limitation & Challenge 

 

 

Not lack of money, but lack of vision 

 

Procrastination - there is always time 

 

You alone stand between yourself and 

your dreams 

 



Time is now 

• Stand Up  

• Raise your Voice 

• Take Action 

• Spread the word around 

 

There might not be a tomorrow, if you 

don’t act today 

 



THANKS FOR YOUR PATIENT 

LISTENING… 

Questions and clarifications 

are welcome…. 




